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Eph 6:4
Training for triumph: Making kingdom-infatuated kids

Well, its fathers day.  As you may have noticed, I am not one who follows our calendar for my sermons.  I travel right through a book. Today I am going to bust up that pattern. Why? Well the same reason I went a bit off topic on the existence of God. So very many people in my office who need this. Just in the last week I have met with three dads who needed advice, who are struggling in different ways and since I have come to this church, a good portion of you have talked to me about parenting issues. It has been so overwhelming that the deacons have decided that a class on parenting is probably needed. So next semester I am going to teach a class entitled Shepherding your childs heart.

What I am doing here is introducing that class.

I want to start this morning with some encouraging news about dads. The National Center for Fathering has recently declared, “a fatherhood awakening,” citing evidence that men are rediscovering what it means to be a father. Here are 2 rather surprising facts:

In the past 25 years, the number of dads present at their children’s births has risen from 27% to more than 90 percent today. 
More than 75% of men say they would trade rapid career advancement for more time with their families. 

And yet, even with this good news, Time magazine, in an issue called, “The Hottest Jobs of the Future,” lists fatherhood as one of the occupations that will disappear in the next century. This is what the article says: “Between in-vitro fertilization and cloning, dads could become dinosaurs.” (5/22/00)

Joe Maxwell, writing on the web site called ibelieve.com, summarizes the state of fatherhood in an article entitled, “Dads: The New Endangered Species.” Here’s what he says: “In other words, guys really want to be good dads more than ever, but they aren’t changing much. When the good news is combined with the bad, it seems that fatherhood in the United States is poised for either a great awakening or a gory collapse.”

I think he’s right. Dads, we’re either headed toward a spiritual stirring or we’re looking at becoming an endangered species. While most Americans have not bought into the ‘daddies are dinosaurs’ rhetoric, I think there is a growing ambivalence about the importance of fathers in our culture.

Men do you like being a dad? Are you willing to be one? I mean dad as a verb, not a noun. What will you do? We all like being men, lets face it men have it easy compared to women.
Top 14 reasons its good to be a man:

1. You can leave the hotel bed unmade

2. Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat

3. You don’t have to lug a bag of useful stuff around everywhere you go.

4. Old friends don’t give a darn whether you have lost or gained wait. 
5. There is always a game on somewhere. 
6. If something mechanical doesn’t work, you can bash it with a hammer and throw it across the room. 
7. You think the idea of punting a small dog is funny. 
8. One wallet, one pair of shoes, one color, all seasons. 
9. If another guy shows up at the same party in the same outfit, you might become lifelong buddies. 
10. A 5 day vacation requires only one suitcase. 

11. If someone forgets to invite you to something he can still be your friend. 
12. Your pals can be trusted never to trap you with, “So…notice anything different?” 
13. You can drop by to see a friend without bringing a little gift. 
14. You can go to the bathroom without a support group. 

There are some obvious advantages to being a man, aren’t there? I want to give you 14 reasons why it’s a good exciting privilege  to be a father and I want to do this by looking at Ephesians 6:4

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
Bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord?

This reminds me of Proverbs 3:1 which says,” my son do not forget my teaching.”   This assumes one huge thing fathers, that you are teaching your children.

It is a sad state when dads relegate their role to their wives or to their nannys, or to the schools, or churches, or any other thing. Dads, you must take an active role in shaping the character of your children. Proverbs 29:15 says, “A child left to himself brings shame to his mother.” John MacArthur puts it this way: “What ruins most children is not what their parents do to them, but what they do not do for them.”
I entitled this message “Training for triumph: Fathers producing kingdom-infatuated kids. I had so much I wanted to put in this title. I considered Training for triumph because of the triumph of God.  This triumph of God is key to every one of the 12 points that I will give you.  It is the basis for why we have children, why we train children, why we love children, and everything else that we invest into them.  It is the triumph of the Lord that compels us to live at all.

We are told to bring them up in the nurture and admonition (or training and instruction) of the Lord (5:29). Not just bringing them up, not just nurturing them, not just admonishing them, but there is something at the base of each of these. There is an objective foundation for how we bring them up—the training and admonition OF THE LORD.  And to understand the key part that this final prepositional phrase plays in the text we need to remember the triumph of the LORD.

Who is the Lord

Confessing That Jesus Is Lord 

Lord is an extremely exalted title as Paul uses it. In Philippians 2:9–11 he says that "God has highly exalted him and given him a name which is above every name that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 
To say that Jesus is "Lord" means 

· that he is the rightful King of the universe, 

· that he is ruler over all the world, 

· that he is the commander of all the armies of heaven and of all his Christian soldiers on the earth, 

· that he is now reigning until he has put all his enemies under his feet, 

· that he is triumphant over sin and death and pain and Satan and hell, and 

· that he will one day establish his kingdom of righteousness and joy on the earth and reign forever and ever to the glory of his Father. 

To confess that Jesus is Lord means that you believe that he will triumph over all things. He is not a small-town god. He is more powerful than Bush and Putin and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (Iran) and Jim Jonh Il (N Korea) and Hu Jintao (China) and all the other leaders of the world put together. He will come in triumph. And when he comes, he will be just as visible as the latest and greatest concert at RFK, only his audience will be bigger, and his band will be louder, and his laser will be like lightning from one horizon to the other, and when his concert is over, all the evil and unbelief in the world will be gone, and those who followed him will live and play and work as happy as a child could ever be forever and ever. 
Therefore I conclude that whatever else it means to bring our children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord—the King and Commander and Ruler of all things—it means this: 

· Bring the children up to hope in the triumph of God. 

· Bring them up to find their place in the triumphant cause of the Lord Christ. 

· Bring them up to see everything in relation to the triumph of God. 

· Bring them up to know that the path of sin is a dead end street no matter how many cool and famous people are on it, because the cause of righteousness will triumph in the end. Christ has already struck the decisive blow on Good Friday and Easter morning. 

The Father in God's Great Design for the World 

I confess that I have gotten very excited about being a father these last couple of weeks as I am preparing to teach a class in SS on parenting. And even more this week has excited me as I decided to focus on fathers. I have been excited about what a family is and what it's for in God's great design for the world. I get excited 

· when I think of the family as a breeding ground for children who hope in the triumph of God, 

· or when I think of it as a training school for teaching what is true and false about what the world is really coming to, 

· or when I think of it as a boot camp for fitting out young soldiers of Christ for the greatest combat of the world, 

· or when I think of it as a fortress for protection 
· or a hospital for healing
·  or a supply depot for replenishing the troops 
· or a retreat center for R and R, 

· and I get especially excited when I think of the family as a launching pad for missiles of missionary zeal aimed at the unreached peoples of the world. 

So I think it is in the spirit and wording of our text today to say that the great challenge for parents is to give their children a vision of God's triumph in the world, and to instill in them the thrilling hope of fighting on the side of truth and righteousness and joy and victory. And fathers this responsibility is first and foremost yours.
Fourteen Basic Ways to Instill This Vision 
1. Make All of Life God-Saturated 

The first thing fathers need to do in bringing up their children is live and teach their children to live a God saturated life.

· You know when you walk outside and its sprinkling and you get in the car and you have drops of water speckling your shirt. That’s not what I am talking about

· Or when you run outside to get the mail when its pouring and you are out in the pouring rain for 35 seconds. That’s not what I am talking about.

· I am talking about saturated, drenched. When you are wearing faded jeans and a sweatshirt and you cant tell the jeans are faded and your together your clothing weighs close to 20 pounds—drenched, saturated. This is the kind of life I want you to exemplify and encourage and urge and entreat your children towards 

A few drops of rain on you makes no real difference. And even 35 seconds of pouring rain probably wont make you change your shirt.

This is not the effect God should have on your life

You know kids will not be interested in a God 

· Who makes no difference in how much TV the family watches or what they watch. 
· Who makes no difference in whether the music in the home edifies the spirit or drags it down.
· Who makes no difference in what the family does on the Lord's Day to keep it holy. 

· Who makes no difference in the disciplines of eating and exercising and sleeping. Who makes no difference in what kind of car or house or clothes or furniture they buy. Who just seems to be irrelevant most of the time. 

And kids of course know this. And they draw from it the obvious conclusion—God is nothing very relevant to my life, and the cause of Christ is nothing great and all-consuming. God is not exciting enough to build your whole life around. He is a kind of necessary evil to be tolerated on Sunday but a dispensable drag on Monday through Friday. You can read this pretty easily from the kids that come from such homes. 

So the first thing we must do is to be radical Christians—or I should say, simply, real Christians. We should saturate all our daily life with God. He should be the source and goal of all our acts. "Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Corinthians 10:31). The children will see it and by God's grace will believe that the triumph of God is the greatest thing in the world. 
2. Kingdom focused Praying
That triumph comes only by grace and only in answer to prayer. Prayer is the first and fundamental way that we join forces with God in his victory over sin and evil and unbelief. And so the second thing we must do as parents is pray for our children and teach them to pray. 

We need to pour our hearts out in secret where none but God knows what we say, pleading for the salvation and holiness and perseverance of our children. And our Father who sees in secret will reward us. 

We need to pray in the presence of our children so that they can hear our longings and read our hearts and learn themselves to pray. And we need to pray with our children so that they have a chance to pray in a loving environment. 

I don’t know how many times I walked in on my father on his face in his office pouring his heart out to God.

A pastor friend of mine told me he was kneeling at his bed praying and his wife came in and saw him. Her first reaction, was “whats wrong?”  Apparently she hadnt seen him praying very often, so when she saw him she assumed there must be a problem. I thought this was pretty funny, but what immediately hit me, was that I don’t think my wife has ever walked in on me praying.

But you will find me every single night on my knees with my hands on my children praying for their future and not simply that they will be obedient and do good in school, but I pray for them kingdom prayers, that they might have an influence in the kingdom.  We try to teach them how to pray by prompting their thoughts.  Many great men have been trained by their parents to pray. 
Augustus Strong, who was a Baptist seminary president at the end of the nineteenth century and who wrote a systematic theology still in print wrote in his autobiography, 

One of the earliest things I remember is [my mother] taking me into a dimly lighted closet every Saturday afternoon after the day's work was done and kneeling with me beside a chest while she taught me how to pray. I remember her suggesting to me the thoughts and, when I could not command the words, her putting into my mouth the very words, of prayer. I shall never forget how, one day, as I had succeeded in uttering some poor words of my own, I was surprised by drops falling upon my face. They were my mother's tears. My mother's teaching me how to pray has given me ever since my best illustration of the Holy Spirit's influence in prayer. When we know not what to pray for as we ought, he, with more than a mother's skill and sympathy, helps our infirmities and makes intercession within us while Christ makes intercession for us before the throne. (p. 80)
So my second point is pray with and teach your children to pray kingdom prayers

3. Demonstrate the Incomparability and importance of the Bible 
The third thing we must do to raise up children who hope in the triumph of God is make the Bible the most important book in their lives. 

William Quayle, a great old Methodist preacher from 60 years ago, looked back on his parents' home and said, "I would rather have been the son of a woman and a man, who in their penury could not leave to the child of their love . . . anything but a Bible, than to have been descended from all the majesties of history" (William Alfred Quayle, by M. S. Rice, 1928, p. 31). 

William Frankena who teaches philosophy in the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor said that when he was a boy, his father read at least one chapter from the Bible after every meal and that they finished the Bible every year for 16 years. 
Most of us are so afraid of a little resistance from our children that we set very small goals by the standards of our ancestors. We read nothing more than a paragraph or two for our devotions, but I am considering a big change in that.

We need to help our children feel what Eugene Nida wrote in 1988 in a summary of his life as a Bible consultant for Bible translating around the world. He said, 

Another important privilege [of this work] was to realize that the message of the Holy Scriptures is certainly the most important and meaningful message for the modern day. [Do our kids see this conviction in our use of the Bible?] To see how an intelligible, clear translation of the Scriptures could have a transforming effect upon a psychologically distraught hippie, upon a self-satisfied and smug intellectual, and upon a depressed and oppressed Indian community in the Andes made me realize that there is no real substitute for this good news. ("My Pilgrimage in Mission," IBMR, Ap 1988, p. 62) 
Are you showing your children how much you love the word. Do they wake up at 5:00 am sometimes to see you sitting at the kitchen table reading the word as my wife did regularly. Do they hear you talk about the bible as a beloved book or is reading it just another chore in your full life that you know you have to do because Kelly told you it was one of the spiritual disciplines

We must show our children that this book is the most important book in our lives and that it contains the answers to life's greatest questions and that it is the battle plan for the triumph of God. 

4. Love
Do you love your kids?  Well, what a dumb question. Of course you do. But how do you make that apparent. I think all of these 12 points are actually umbrella-ed by the idea of loving your children. You love them by having a God saturated life, by praying, by emphasizing the word. What I want to do here is remind you of one significant way to show you love them:


Love their mom. I mean really love their mom and show it to your kids. Do not hide your kisses from your kids. Do not hide your touches from your kids (some kisses and touches you can hide) but make it apparent to them.  Touch your wife at church. Hold her hand at dinner sometimes. Pick her up and give her a huge smooch right in front of them.  You should see the huge smiles on my kids when I throw her down on the couch when they are in the room.  Or just hugging her for longer than 2 seconds.  They get all possessive and with huge smiles they try to get between us or on top of us. They can feel the love and they want to be a part of it.


Show them you love them by loving her and treating her with respect.  Don’t let your kids talk back to your wife and let them know they are talking to your woman and they don’t get to do it meanly.  Let them know if another man said something like that he might just find himself with a black eye. They will get the point.
I love this 
Were we happy? Verily we were. With every year our happiness increased more and more. I never saw my beloved wife at any time, when I met her unexpectedly anywhere in Bristol, without being delighted so to do. I never met her even in the Orphan Houses, without my heart being delighted so to do. Day by day, as we met in our dressing room, at the Orphan Houses, to wash our hands before dinner and tea, I was delighted to meet her, and she was equally pleased to seeme. Thousands of times I told her—“My darling, I never saw you at any time, since you became my wife, without my being delighted to see you.” 

George Mueller, A Narrative of Some of the Lord's Dealing with George 


Muller, Written by Himself, Jehovah Magnified. Addresses by George 


Muller Complete and Unabridged, 
2 vols. (Muskegon, Mich.: Dust and 


Ashes, 2003), 1:392-393

Loving your wife means loving your kids. And Loving them both and teaching them to love is a visible expression of faith in the triumph of God.
5. "Infatuated With the Kingdom"

I hope that Poolesville Baptist church will, by virtue of sold-out for Christ fathers, bring up children who are radically committed to Jesus. By "radically committed," we mean so deeply committed that no price is too high to pay to follow Jesus wherever he leads, no matter how distant or how dangerous.
Fathers this is what you have to exemplify. Nothing is too far off.
At age 22, Jim Elliot had a promising ministry in front of him in the United States. He probably could have been a very successful pastor or evangelist or teacher. His parents were not very excited about his call to go to the Quichuas in South America. They wrote and told him so. He answered bluntly.

"I do not wonder that you were saddened at the word of my going to South America," he replied on August 8. "This is nothing else than what the Lord Jesus warned us of when He told the disciples that they must become so infatuated with the kingdom and following Him that all other allegiances must become as though they were not. And He never excluded the family tie. In fact, those loves that we regard as closest, He told us must become as hate in comparison with our desires to uphold His cause. Grieve not, then, if your sons seem to desert you, but rejoice, rather, seeing the will of God done gladly. Remember how the Psalmist described children? He said that they were as an heritage from the Lord, and that every man should be happy who had his quiver full of them. And what is a quiver full of but arrows? And what are arrows for but to shoot? So, with the strong arms of prayer, draw the bowstring back and let the arrows fly - all of them, straight at the Enemy's hosts.

"Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious, Give of thy wealth to speed them on their way, Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious, And all thou spendest Jesus will repay."

(Elisabeth Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty: The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot, [New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers: 1958] p. 132; hymn quote from "Oh, Zion Haste")

How will you mold your child so that he will say the same thing?   That kind of 22-year-old doesn't grow on trees. Where do they come from? They come from God

And he is sovereign: he can make such a heart in a dysfunctional family and a failing church. But that is not his ordinary way, and it is not the way he commands. His ordinary way is to breed hearts like that in God-exalting families and in God-exalting churches.  Not sleeping churches and fathers, not busy churches and fathers

According to a 50-year study of Christian and non-Christian families, most young adults who follow Christ either come from non-Christian homes or from homes where they grew up in love with Jesus because mom and dad were in love with Jesus. Their parent’s passion for Christ permeated their lives and passed through their pores to their kids. Sadly, very few believers came from homes where there was a kind of indifferent, apathetic commitment to Christ. It is sobering to suggest that the chances are better for a child growing up in a non-Christian home to become a sold-out believer than for a child growing up in a spiritually lukewarm environment.
Can I camp on this word from Jim Elliot that Jesus’ disciples must become so infatuated with the kingdom and following Him that all other allegiances must become as though they were not." 
Why the word "infatuated"?
Because Christianity is more than right thinking about the kingdom. 
It is also right feeling about the kingdom.
It is right allegiance to the kingdom. 
It is not just education about following Jesus; it is exultation in following Jesus.
Its why I titled this sermon, producing Kingdom infatuated kids. I want us to be infatuated with God, all the little emotions that ran through you when you were infatuated with your girlfriend or some girl you didn’t even have. Those emotions that made you think you were in love. Those were good emotions.  Then love came along and infatuation matured into commitment and loyalty (as it should), but what happened to all those feelings?  I want both. I want kingdom infatuation, kingdom saturation. I want your cup to flow over. I want the blessing of God on your life like honey dripping down from Aarons beard. Totally all encompassing

What we want from the next generation is not just heads full of right facts about the works of God; we want heads full of right facts and hearts that burn with the fire of love for the God of those facts - hearts that will sell everything to follow Jesus into the hardest places of the world.
And Fathers this is your responsibility. You must be willing to be like this if you want children like this.
Well, I gave you only 5 points out of 12 so it looks like we will celebrate Fathers day twice this year. Next week I want to give you the remaining 7 points that round out what a great dad should be.

Dads, we are to bring up our children to hope in the triumph of God. There are at least three ways that we can do this:

—Bring them up to find their place in the triumphant cause of the Lord Jesus Christ.

—Bring them up to see everything in relation to the victory of God. Do whatever it takes to make all of life God-saturated for your kids.

—Bring them up to know that the path of sin is a dead end street because righteousness will prevail in the end.

Dad, you are the point man in your home. You are the coach of your team. You are the captain and your barracks is boot camp for training young soldiers for the greatest combat in the world. Your residence is a launching pad for missiles of missionary zeal aimed at the unreached peoples of the world.

Our goal is not merely to get our kids to outwardly conform to a list of rules. Our mandate is to develop children who seek to glorify God with their lives. It is not enough to teach them to do good things; our job is to teach our children how to develop a lifestyle of kingdom servanthood. 
Dads, you’re the leader. Lead on! Your kids are waiting for you to step up to the plate!
Prayer

Pray for fathers,

Interrupt prayer and ask any fathers who want to recommit to being the men God called them to be to stand

Women who want to stand behind them and pray for them and encourage them to be this kind of leader in the home

Single parents

Grandparents

Body of Christ who wants to stand next to and help each other grow.

Pray for each.
Eph 3:20-21 
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
