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Training for Triumph: producing kingdom infatuated kids, part 2

I entitled this message “Training for triumph: Fathers producing kingdom-infatuated kids. Last week I told you that the title I wanted to choose was too long to be of any practical use, but if I lived during the time of the puritans here is what I have settled on:
Training our children to triumph because of the triumph of God: the privilege and responsibility of being and  producing God saturated, prayer soaked, Bible inundated, extraordinarily loving, kingdom infatuated, time focused, non-exasperated, soundly disciplined, overwhelmingly joyful, obsessively worshippful, humble,  sacrificially giving, devastatingly strategic men and women of God.

Since I cant possibly have a title like that, I settled for Training for triumph: producing kingdom infatuated kids.  But the key to all of this which I tried to spend some time with last week was in the word triumph.  Training kids to be triumphant because God was triumphant.  It is his triumph that induces triumph in us.

Who is the Lord

We began last week with the question “who is the Lord?” And I need to take a minute to remind you of what authority we train our children under.  I need to remind you that if you ever feel inadequate as a trainer, that you think your wife is better equipped to lead, that you dwell on your past failures and have given up the role of leadership, you stand under the God of the universe that demands that you Fathers, lead and lead boldly.  You are not given an option. This is the potentate above all, the Lord of all creation, the one who set the stars in place, the one who sustains creatures in the sea that we aren’t even close to being aware of yet. This is the one who conquered sin and death on the cross, and there is nothing that is too difficult for him.  Do you hear what I am saying, you have the responsibility to lead and you have the ability. Because he can give it to you.
I concluded last week that whatever else it means to bring our children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, it means this: 

· Bring the children up to hope in the triumph of God. 

· Bring them up to find their place in the triumphant cause of the Lord Christ. 

· Bring them up to see everything in relation to the triumph of God. 

· Bring them up to know that the path of sin is a dead end street no matter how many cool and famous people are on it, because the cause of righteousness will triumph in the end. 

And since I only made it through 5 of my 14 points, I thought I would once again give you the 14 top Reasons It's Good To Be A Guy

1. Your bathroom lines are 80% shorter. 

2. When clicking through the channels, you don't have to stall at every shot of somebody crying. 

3. You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness. 

4. You can be showered and ready to go in 10 minutes. 

5. Wedding plans take care of themselves. 

6. your underwear is $10 for a three-pack. 

7. You don't have to shave below your neck. 

8. You can quietly enjoy a car ride from the passenger's seat. 

9. Flowers fix everything. 

10. Three pairs of shoes is more than enough. 
11. You don't give a rat's behind if anyone notices your new haircut.
12. One mood, all the time 
13. Gray hair and wrinkles only add character. 

14. If you don't call your buddy when you say you will, he won't tell your other friends you've changed. 

Let me remind you of the first 5 that we dealt with last week and then introduce to you the remaining nine.

1. Make all of life God saturated

2. Kingdom focused prayer

3. Demonstrate the incomparability and importance of the Bible

4. Love

5. Become infatuated with the kingdom

6.  Spend time in training

If the average man works a 50 hour week plus commuting for another 10, taking lunch breaks, plus the time it takes to get ready and unwind, time sleeping we are talking about well over 130 hours gone.  That leaves you with less than 40 hours a week to have an impact on your child. How do you choose to do it?  Some of you let others impact your kids. You spend the time transporting them from activity to activity. Its soccer, to ballet, to ultimate fighting championship training. And the kids go to bed 2 hours earlier than you do, and they still have homework and you brought work home with you, and the gutters need cleaning, and of course you have to have a personal life, and you need time with the wife alone.  Where in the world is the time?  Anyone feel this?
A man came home from work late again, tired and irritated. He found his 5-year-old son waiting for him at the door. “Daddy, may I ask you a question?” 

The dad replied: “Yeah, sure, what is it?” 

“Daddy, how much money do you make an hour?” 

The dad got mad and said, “That’s none of your business! Why do you want to know?” 

The little boy said, “I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?” 

The dad, wanting to sit down and relax, said, “If you must know, I make $20 an hour.”

The little boy sighed and bowed his head. Looking up, he asked, “Daddy, may I borrow $10 please?”

The father flew off the handle, “If the only reason you wanted to know how much money I make is so that you can hit me up for some cash to buy some stupid toy, then you march yourself straight to your room and go to bed. You’re so selfish. I work long, hard hours every day and don’t have time for this.”

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door.

The dad sat down and started to get even madder about the nerve of his little boy. How dare he ask questions only to get some money. After an hour or so, the man had calmed down, and started to think that maybe he was a bit hard on his boy. Maybe his son really needed the money for something important. And so, the father went up to his boy’s room and opened it, “Are you asleep, son?”

“No daddy. I’m awake,” replied the boy.

“I’ve been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier. It’s been a long day, and I took it out on you. Here’s that 10 bucks you asked for.”

The little boy sat straight up, beaming. “Oh, thank you, daddy!” he exclaimed. Then, reaching under his pillow, he pulled out a wad of crumpled up bills. 

The dad, seeing that the boy already had some money, started to get angry again. The little boy slowly counted out his money, and then looked up at his dad.

The dad, now ticked off, demanded to know what was going on, “Why did you want more money if you already had some?”

The little boy replied, “Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do. Daddy, I have $20 now…and I’d like to buy an hour of your time.” 
If we are going to be good fathers we must have time for our children.  Please do not abdicate your responsibilty. Men lead. They lead as viceregents pointing to the triumph of God. And that takes time to instill in a child.
7. don’t exasperrate
Paul says, "Don't provoke your children to anger." What does he mean? 

Does it mean that when we come across the stubborn will of our child we should back down? I mean to fight our children might exasperate them right?

James Dobson, who has been teaching the last few generations of fathers how to father says the following:

“When you encounter the will of your children, win and win decisively.”

The possibility of exasperation does not mean that you should back down. You are missing the point here.

Paul doesn't mean don't cross their will. He doesn't mean don't deny their desires. 

· He means don't cross their will for no good purpose. 

· Don't deny their desires without making it a part of some great vision of God's purposes in the world. 
· Show your children something great to live for, so that when you cross their will and deny their desire, it's because you are fitting them for some great purpose of God! 

Anger comes from feeling that a parent's rules are petty and trivial—that they don't have anything to do with something really great or important. But a child who sees that the rules of the home and their consistent enforcement are connected to some great vision of life and some great cause to live for will not harbor resentment toward their parents. They will be like young soldiers who may complain now and then about the toughness of the training but would die any day with the captain, because the cause he stands for is so great. 
Parents who don't see discipline as part of some great vision of what their children might become for God will wind up using discipline to increase their own private comfort. You know what I mean by “increasing our own private comfort.”  I mean disciplining (or punishing) because it inconvenienced me.  They spilled the milk again and I am tired of cleaning it up so they get punished.  They hit their brother again and I don’t want to hear the crying, so they get punished.  They are playing too loud while I am watching TV, so they get punished. Now each of those things may require discipline. They may have spilled the milk because they are goofing off instead of eating, and hitting their brother is never an okay thing, and being rude to one person by being too loud is reason to be disciplined.  But Why?  If kids see that it is just because you want to be comfortable, then you have it all wrong and kids will become exasperated and eventually downright angry. 


do you kids know why you discipline. If they do, I mean really do, then they will not be exasperated. Will they get upset at times, of course. But if deep down they know you are training them to conquer, training them for triumph and that you are able to do that because of Gods triumph over sin, then they will not feel slighted or treated unjustly. They will understand.

That’s why I say practically don’t ever discipline your kids without hugging them. Then talking to them.  You say, remember those 40 hours we had with all that stuff thrown in and now you want to talk and love them every time I discipline them.  That will be 20 hours a week by itself. So be it.  It is not your responsibility to give in to the army and world motto—be all that you can be.  We don’t have to buy Nikes hype—Just do it.  We can stop everything, simplify and take seriously the most incredible responsibility we have to produce God-saturated, kingdom infatuated kids.

 
8. Discipline

 Proverbs 13:24 in the New King James Version provides a strong challenge to us dads: “He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.” I like the way the New Living Translation puts it: “If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don’t love them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them.” 
You may hesitate to discipline because you think that you’re being unkind to your kids. Actually, when you don’t discipline, you’re being more than unkind ​ you’re not loving them. If we love our kids, then we must admonish, rebuke, and discipline them. Listen carefully. I’m not advocating that you beat your kids. What I am saying is this: children need to be disciplined by their dads. Our kids not only need correction, they want it. If we don’t give it to them, we’re failing them and may cause them to fall away from the faith.
Hebrews 12:11 speaks of God’s loving discipline in our lives by showing how beneficial it really is: 
“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

And a word of practical advice: do not threaten your children with things you are not willing to carry through on. When headed to FL next week don’t tell you kids that if they don’t behave you wont go. You know you are going. Don’t threaten to not let them go to a baseball game, if you have made a commitment to the team.  Don’t ever ever threaten not to let them go to youth group or SS or worship. And don’t constantly threaten. Just discipline. Do it. Lovingly. Hold them after you spank them. Make sure they realize that you do this because of the triumph of God. That everything you do points there. You discipline for a reason.

If we had more time, we would might talk about the need for firm, no-nonsense corporal discipline and recall what it did in the life of Amy Carmichael to fit her, as Elizabeth Elliot says, "for the buffettings she would have to endure" on the way to the triumph of God.
The triumph of God. We discipline our kids and in so doing we point to the triumph of God

9. Be Happy 
Can I remind you men of the need to be joyful.  And to show your joy. 
 I watched the movie, the pursuit of happiness the other day and I must say it made me feel awful.  There are a ton of positive things in that movie and things that really made me think, but there was one thing that  really bugged me.  It bugs me that the declaration of independence line “life liberty and the pursuit of happiness has come to have a predominantly financial emphasis. We will be happy when we have made it financially. And so, none of us are happy.  Because none of you have made it. No one has attained the spot they want and so I watch the men in here singing and I want to cry. You are not happy. You are thinking about the deal that might not go through and how much you need to be home right now working to save it and instead you are here.  Or perhaps you really are happy about your salvation, but you have never been taught to show the happiness.  I need to encourage you men to smile. First, your wives will probably tell you that you are much more attractive.  But even more than that we must show our kids we are happy lest they get the impression that the triumph of God would be the triumph of gloom. 
And when we consider happiness as the opposite of discouragement, Paul would not be content if a father simply made his child feel good by giving him whatever he wanted. There is a happiness that kills. To some kinds of happiness the Scripture says, "Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to dejection" (James 4:9). There is a happiness that has nothing to do with God, and therefore has no value in the sight of God. It comes from the creation alone and not from the Creator. That isn't what Paul wants fathers to put in the place of discouragement. 

But there is another joy that comes to expression, for example, in Psalm 4:7–8, 

Thou hast put more joy in my heart 

than they have when their grain and wine abound. 

In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 

for thou alone, O lord, makest me dwell in safety.

Fathers, don't discourage your children, but fill them with joy in God! Teach them early on—and show them earlier yet—that through many sufferings they must enter the kingdom (Acts 14:22), but that they can rejoice in sufferings, knowing that "suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope"—IN GOD (Romans 5:3–4). Don't discourage them. Make them happy in God by helping them to hope in God. 

10. Be Humble and Willing to Apologize
We would talk about humility and the willingness to apologize to our children, and show them that the cross can triumph even over a dad's mistakes.
11. Worship Together 
We would talk about the need to worship together so that the children can see mom and dad praise God and bow in reverence and cherish the preaching of God's Word, and get a foretaste of what it will be when the Lord comes in triumph at the end of the age. 
12. Give together
13. Strategize together
This is what you constantly hear me talk about on Sunday nights, having a vision

14. Go together
